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RELICS OF ANCIENT EGYPT 



APPRECIATING the small assist- 
ance the Toledo Museum of Art 
has been able to render, the Egypt 
Exploration FundCommittee, through 
the American secretary, Mrs. Marie N. 
Buchman, of Boston, 
has presented to the Mu- 
seum amost interesting 
and valuable group of 
objects from the excava- 
tions at Ballabysh, dur- 
ing the past year. This 
splendid gift, which is 
soon to be installed, con- 
tains many fine exam- 
ples of pottery, ivory 
objects, mirrors, cop- 
per implements, beads, - 
alabaster vases, objects 
of leather, a group of in- 
teresting ushabtis and 
numerous other objects 
of more than a thousand 
years before Christ. 

The ushabtis were the 
servants of the dead. In 
the group there are five 
of the common form 
and one wearing a small 
apron,which designated 
him as a superintend- 
ent, his function being 
to see that the little servants performed 
their tasks of sowing the fields, filling 
the water courses and bearing the sands 
from east to west. The ancient Egyp- 
tians imagined that while in the tomb 
awaiting the resurrection they would 
be called upon by the gods to perform 



Blue Ushabti of XXVI Dynasty 



many tasks, and not fancying the idea, 
these various duties were delegated to 
the little servants of stone and clay. 
Some were very beautiful in form, and 
in colour, when of enamel. Of the lat- 
ter class is a wonderful 
blue ushabti, the per- 
sonal gift to the Muse- 
um of Prof. Thomas 
Whittemore, who has 
charge of the explora- 
tions in the field. 

Included in the gift 
is a small ivory earring 
which was slipped on by 
means of a narrow slit, 
without piercing. For 
many years explorers 
have found these small 
rings with openings,^ 
but there was never any 
evidence as to their use 
until this year when a 
mummy head was dis- 
covered with the ring 
still attached to the 
ear. This head has been 
placed in the University 
of Pennsylvania. Sev- 
eral years ago Mrs. E. 
D. Libbey secured two 
of these small rings in 
Egypt and presented them to the Mu- 
seum. They are of carnelian and, with 
the ivory specimen, form a most in- 
teresting group as herein pictured. 
The Egypt Exploration Fund gift in- 
cludes also kohl pots, an animal headed 
ushabti and other valuable objects illus- 




214 



THE LOTUS MAGAZINE 



trating life as it flowed in the centuries 
long past. 

George W. Stevens, Director of the 
Museum, has been appointed Honor- 
ary Secretary of the Egypt Exploration 
Fund for this section . This great organ- 
ization, which for many years has 
financed and conducted the explora- 
tions and excavations in Egypt, is 
headed in England by the Right Hon. 
the Earl of Comer, as president. Eng- 
lish vice-presidents 
are Field Marshal, 
LordGrenfell and Sir. 
F.G. Kenyon. The first 
vice-president for the 
United States is Hon. 
Charles L. Hutchin- 
son, of Chicago, and 
the secretary, Mrs. 
Marie N. Buckman, of 
Boston. Due to the 
European war the Eng- 
lish branch is unable 
to carry on the cus- 
tomary work in Egypt 
and an American expe- 
dition is being planned 
to excavate at Tel Ti- 
belleh, that this valu- 
able site may be saved 
to scientific record. 
The concession will ex- 
pire next spring, hence haste is nec- 
essary. 

The Museum has gradually been ac- 
quiring the various important objects 
by which to illustrate the gradual de- 
velopment of the method of human 
records including the tablets of the 
Babylonians, papyri of the Egyptians, 
illuminated manuscripts of the Middle 
Ages, the earliest printed books, the 
work of the first great masters of en- 
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Burmese Buddha 



graving and etching down to Whistler 
and Haden of our own day. With this 
collection in view the Museum has re- 
cently acquired two great etchings. One 
of these great prints is Rembrandt's 
most important etching, ^'Christ Heal- 
ing the Sick,'' known as The Hundred 
Guilder Piece. Atherton Curtis writ- 
ing of the print, says: "' Not onlyis this 
Rembrandt's etched masterpiece, but 
it is one of the greatest works of art 
that the world has ever 
seen. To say that it has 
never been surpassed 
in etching would not do 
it justice. It has never 
been surpassed in any 
form of art and is not 
likely to be. It holds its 
own beside the great 
masterpieces of paint- 
ing in the galleries of 
Europe, and differs 
from them only in the 
absence of colour. The 
grouping of the figures 
and the distribution of 
light and shade make 
a composition unsur- 
passed. 

Here we may see 
Rembrandt at his best 
as a draftsman. Such 
drawing as this without a hesitating line 
from beginning to end is no accident. 
We see that the artist could draw when 
he wanted to, in a manner so sure as to 
leave his work wholly above criticism. 
The draperies, whether sketched in a 
few^ lines or worked out in more minute 
care, are truly wonderful. 

A Burmese Buddha, on view in the 
Museum, has been loaned by Mr. George 
Hoy t Allen. 



